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Degree program examination regulations  

for the Master’s program in  

Sustainable Landscape Design and Development  

at the OWL University of Applied Sciences and Arts 

 

of 31. May 2021 

 

 

Based on Sec. 2 para. 4 and Sec. 64 para. 1 of the Higher Education Act governing the Universities of 

the Federal State of North Rhine-Westphalia (Higher Education Act  HG) dated September 16th, 2014 

(GV NRW p. 547), last modified through Article 2 of the law of March 25th, 2021 (GV.NRW. 2021 p. 

331), the OWL University of Applied Sciences and Arts has issued the following Master's examination 

regulations as a statute:  
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I. General 

 

 

§ 1 

Scope 

 

(1) These examination regulations regulate the course of studies and Master’s examination for the 

Master’s program in “Sustainable Landscape Design and Development” at the OWL University 

of Applied Sciences and Arts (TH OWL). They apply in conjunction with the general section of 

the Master's examination regulations of the OWL University of Applied Sciences and Arts, in its 

current valid version. 

 

 

§ 2 

Master’s degree 

 

The academic degree of 

 

   “Master of Arts,” abbreviated “M.A.” 

 

is issued after the candidate passes the Master’s examination. 

 

 

§ 3 

Degree program requirements 

 

In order to begin the degree program, the candidate must verify that they fulfill the qualifications set 

forth in § 3a, and must pass the aptitude test as set forth in § 3c. 

 

 

§ 3a 

Application documents 

 

Potential candidates must apply by submitting the following documents (PDF file, total maximum 10 

MB): 
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1a) Verification of a Bachelor's or diploma examination, in exceptional cases another final exami-

nation, in a degree program in Landscape Architecture with a standard program length of at 

least six semesters (180 credits), as well as verification of a total final grade of 2.3 or better in 

the completed degree program, or 

 

1b) Verification of a Bachelor's or diploma examination, in exceptional cases another final exami-

nation, in a degree program related to Landscape Architecture (such as Architecture, Urban 

Development, Urban Planning, Environmental Planning) with a standard program length of at 

least six semesters (180 credits), as well as verification of a total final grade of 2.3 or better in 

the completed degree program.  

 

2.) A CV in table format (1 DIN A4 page). 

 

3.) A motivational letter (1 DIN A4 page).  

In addition to the reasons the candidate has selected the degree program, they must also de-

scribe their intended career path and their goals.  

This content may also be referred to in the internship report to be completed during the 3rd 

semester. 

 

In particular, the motivational letter must answer the following questions: 

 

1. Why would you like to complete the Master’s degree program in Sustainable Landscape De-

sign and Development at the TH OWL, FB9? 

 

2. What evidence do you have showing your motivation to begin the Master's degree program 

(experience from your BA studies, internships, participation in competition, etc.)? 

 

3. What expectations do you have for the Master’s program and your intended future career? 

What professional development do you intend to engage in during your studies and intern-

ship semester, and what qualifications do you want to have completed by the end of the de-

gree program?  

 

4. An application dossier / portfolio with samples of your work (max. 7 pages) from your previous 

degree program or professional experience, with meaningful documentation. Work samples 

from group work may be submitted, if the respective applicant's own contributions are la-

beled and clearly identifiable.  

 

5. Verification of good fluency in English. The following verifications are considered recognized 

references: 
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 TOEFL pbT 550/ibT 79  

 IELTS 6.5 Pt.  

 Cambridge ESOL CPE / CAE grade B  

 FCE grade A  

 B2 References  

 Bachelor’s diploma from Australia, the UK, Ireland, Canada, New Zealand, South Africa, the 

USA or another country which uses English as its official language. 

 German Bachelor’s diploma with English as the language of instruction.  

 

 

§ 3b 

Aptitude test procedures 

 

(1) The aptitude testing procedure for the Master's degree program in Sustainable Landscape De-

sign and Development for applicants intending to begin this Master’s degree program at the 

OWL University of Applied Sciences and Arts is completed once annually during the summer 

semester. 

 

The deadline by which the application and required documents must be submitted in accord-

ance with paragraph 3 shall be determined by the Dean's office’s at the start of the year and 

announced promptly. Applications that qualify for the ongoing application process following a 

review by UniAssist will be forwarded to the Dean's office. 

 

(2) A selection committee consisting of at least two professors (on a full or substitute professorship 

basis) shall be appointed annually by the faculty council in order to handle the aptitude testing 

procedure.  

 

(3) Applicants who are not found to be suitable to begin the degree program may take part in the 

aptitude testing process at the OWL University of Applied Sciences and Arts again at the earliest 

on the deadline for the following year.  

 

(4) Degree program-specific aptitude testing covers the degree program for which it was issued. 

Generally, it applies for three enrollment dates at the OWL University of Applied Sciences and 

Arts following the date on which aptitude was confirmed.  
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§ 3c 

Assessment criteria 

 

(1) The selection committee makes the final decision on whether to accept the applicant or not, in 

accordance with § 3b para. 4  .  

 

(2) During the aptitude review process, the applicant should verify that they have the knowledge 

and experience relevant for landscape architecture and design based on a previous degree 

program and/or work in the field, and that they have the professional, design-related, and 

methodological aptitude to achieve the qualified study objectives of the Master’s degree pro-

gram in Sustainable Landscape Design and Development. 

 

(3) The applicant's submitted work samples (portfolio), CV and motivational letter shall be assessed 

by the members of the selection committee based on the following criteria in order to evaluate 

the applicant’s aptitude. Specific questions or intended specializations shall be taken into con-

sideration in the process (§3a no. 3).  

 

The following criteria, in particular, must be included in the assessment: 

 

1. Expertise relevant to landscape architecture and design, as well as an understanding of issues 

relevant to the sustainable design and development of landscapes and outdoor spaces 

 

2. Quality of the conception of formulation of question 

 

3. Quality of technical implementation  

 

4. Quality of design implementation  

 

5. Innovative nature of the projects or questions 

 

(4) During the aptitude testing procedure, the selection committee shall issue a rating for the sub-

mitted application documents, based on individual points on a scale from 1 to 5 (with 1 being 

the highest and 5 the lowest rating), as follows: 

- for the CV and motivational letter  

- for the work samples  

- for the final grade achieved in the previous degree program. 
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Then, the total average rating shall be calculated, with each component making up 1/3 of the 

previously calculated points. 

The calculated average rating shall be calculated to one decimal place. This number will not be 

rounded. The lowest overall average receives the highest ranking. A total average rating of 2.6 

or better is required for acceptance.  

 

(5) The applicant will be informed of the results of the aptitude testing procedure by the depart-

ment of Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning in writing. If the decision is made 

to reject the candidate, grounds must be provided along with information on legal remedies; 

the Dean's office will decide on any objections. 

 

(6) If the applicant attempts to influence the results of the aptitude testing procedure through de-

ception in any way, then they will not be considered eligible to enter the program.  

 

 

§ 4 

Standard program length, scope of the degree program, teaching and testing language 

 

(1) During the first two weeks of the first semester, the beginning students will complete a module 

during which they will discuss their different professional and cultural backgrounds and identify 

their areas of potential. In doing so, the beginning students will receive advising from their in-

structors tailored to their specific needs, and based on the individual professional career ob-

jectives and goals they formulated in their motivational letter. Instructors will advise students 

on how to integrate the contents of their future studies into their own previously existing ex-

pertise. On this basis, individualized self-study measures will be discussed with the students. 

These will then be implemented with instructor advising.  

 

(2) The standard program length, including the Master's examination, is four semesters. 

 

(3) The volume of the degree program is (Sem1 = 24; Sem2 = 24, Sem3 = 0 complete internship 

semester; Sem4 = 0 WSH complete Master’s thesis) weekly semester hours. 

 

A total of 120 credits must be completed in the mandatory and elective area, during the intern-

ship semester including Master’s thesis and associated colloquium.  

 

(4) The written and spoken language for instruction throughout the entire degree program is Eng-

lish. All verbal and written examinations shall be completed in the English language. 
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§ 5 

Examination structure and examination dates 

 

(1) The degree program is concluded with the Master’s examination. The Master’s examination is 

divided into the degree program examinations, a one-semester internship, and a final exam-

ination section consisting of a Master’s thesis and colloquium. 

 

(2) The degree program and examination procedure shall be designed so that the degree pro-

gram with Master’s examination can be completed by the end of the fourth semester. For this 

purpose, the test subject shall be promptly informed of the type and number of examinations 

to be completed, as well as the deadlines by which they must be completed and the dates by 

which the Master's thesis must be issued and submitted. 

 

(3) In general, notification of the final segment of the Master's examination (Application for Con-

sideration of the Dissertation) must be submitted by the start of the fourth semester of the 

program. 

 

 

§ 6 

Repeating examinations 

 

(1) Examinations receiving at least the grade of “sufficient” (4.0) cannot be repeated. 

 

(2) Degree program examinations that the candidate does not pass may be repeated a maximum 

of three times, unless they fall under paragraph 3.  

 

(3) The candidate may repeat the Master’s thesis one time if they do not pass. This also applies 

to the colloquium for the Master’s thesis. 
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II. Degree program examinations 

 

 

§ 7 

Scope and format of the degree program examinations  

 

 

The scope and format of degree program examinations are set forth in §§ 8 to 17 of these degree 

program examination regulations. The testing format shall be defined according to the following ta-

ble and published at the start of the course by being posted on a flyer or on the intranet. 

 

If there are less than 15 participants in the multiple choice examination at the end of the registration 

period, the examination committee may define the examination procedure as written examination 

instead. If there are less than 15 participants in the specialized “E-testing” at the end of the registra-

tion period, then the examination committee may determine that the “E-testing” may not include a 

multiple choice section. If there are less than 15 participants in the specialized “E-multiple choice” 

testing at the end of the registration period, then the examination committee may define the special 

format of “Written e-examination” without multiple choice section instead.  

 

 

Examination format Examination duration 

Written examination (§ 8)  

 

Special format: Written e-examination 

(§ 8) 

Time to complete the written examination: 

1 – 2 hours, in exceptional cases up to 3 hours 

Time to complete the written e-examination: 1 – 2 hours, 

in exceptional cases up to 3 hours 

Multiple choice testing 

(§ 9)  

 

Special format: E-Multiple Choice  

(§ 9) 

Time to complete multiple choice 

testing: 1 – 2 hours, in exceptional cases up to 3 hours  

Time to complete E-Multiple Choice testing:  

1 – 2 hours, in exceptional cases up to 3 hours 

Screen work (§ 10) Time to complete the on-screen work: 

1 – 2 hours, in exceptional cases up to 3 hours 

Oral examination (§ 11) Duration of the oral examination: 20 – 30 minutes per test 

subject 

Presentation (§ 12) Time to complete the task: at least 4 weeks, presentation 

duration: 20 – 30 minutes per test subject 

Presentation with colloquium (§ 13) Time to complete the task: at least 4 weeks, presentation 

duration: 20 – 30 minutes per test subject 

Duration of the colloquium: 10 – 20 minutes per test sub-

ject 
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Composition (§ 14) Time to complete the composition: at least 4 weeks 

Composition with colloquium (§ 15) Time to complete the composition : at least 4 weeks, col-

loquium duration: 10 – 15 minutes per test subject 

Composition with presentation and col-

loquium (§ 16) 

Time to complete the composition: at least 4 weeks, 

Duration of the presentation and colloquium: total of 30-

40 minutes per test subject; the percentage of time made 

up by the presentation and colloquium will be determined 

by the examination committee 

Project (§ 17) Time to complete the task and work results: at least 3 

weeks, presentation duration: 15 – 20 minutes per test 

subject 

 

 

§ 8 

Written examinations and E-testing 

 

(1) The examination consists of a written exam. The written examination will be completed with 

supervision. The examiner will determine whether any auxiliary materials are permitted. 

 

(2) Written examinations may also be conducted with multimedia support (“e-testing”). They con-

sist, in particular, of free text tasks, texts with gaps and/or classification questions. Multiple 

choice questions are permitted in accordance with the requirements of § 9. Before carrying out 

multimedia-supported examinations, it must be ensured that electronic data is uniquely iden-

tified and can be irreversibly and permanently associated with the test subject. 

 

(3) In general, the written examination tasks are issued by only one examiner. If there are multiple 

instructors for the module, they jointly formulate the examination tasks.  

 

(4) Written examinations should be evaluated by two examiners. In justified cases, the testing com-

mittee may deviate from this, and grounds for the decision must be recorded. 

 

(5) If the examination also includes a multiple choice section, the overall examination shall be as-

sessed in accordance with § 9 para. 4 to 7. The other paragraphs of § 9 apply accordingly to the 

multiple choice section. 
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§ 9  

Multiple choice testing 

 

(1) Examinations may be conducted through multiple-choice testing. In multiple choice testing, the 

test subjects must respond to questions by providing the correct answer or answers from a list 

of specified possible answers. 

 

(2) The test questions and possible answers (testing tasks) will be defined by the examiner. The 

examiner must also record in writing which potential answers will be recognized as correct an-

swers, how many points can be received for each examination question, and how many total 

points may be received. 

 

(3) The test subjects must be informed of how points are awarded, the total maximum number of 

points, and the maximum number of points for each task, along with the overall testing task. 

 

(4) The test is considered passed if the test subject has received 50% of the maximum number of 

points (absolute passing limit), or if the test subject's score falls below the average score for test 

subjects in the reference group by not more than 15% (relative passing limit). The reference 

group is made up of test subjects taking part in the specific examination; if the examination is 

conducted jointly for test subjects in multiple degree programs, then the test subjects from 

these different degree programs jointly make up the respective reference group. The relative 

passing limit shall then only be taken into consideration if it is below the absolute passing limit. 

 

(5) Scores shall be assessed as follows: 

If the test subject has achieved the minimum score required to pass the test in accordance with 

paragraph 5, then the grade shall be: 

 

1.0 if they also receive at least 90% 

1.3 if they also receive at least 80, but less than 90% 

1.7 if they also receive at least 70, but less than 80% 

2.0 if they also receive at least 60, but less than 70% 

2.3 if they also receive at least 50, but less than 60% 

2.7 if they also receive at least 40, but less than 50% 

3.0 if they also receive at least 30, but less than 40% 

3.3 if they also receive at least 20, but less than 30% 

3.7 if they also receive at least 10, but less than 20% 

4.0 if they receive no or less than 10% 

 

of the possible points above and beyond the minimum score. 
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(6) Fractions shall be rounded up to the test subject's benefit when calculating examination scores 

in accordance with paragraph 4 and grading in accordance with paragraph 5. 

 

(7) When determining the results, the following must be indicated:  

 

1. The total possible maximum score, along with the test subject’s score,  

2. The minimum score required to achieve the passing limit, as well as the average 

score of the reference group and score required to achieve the relative passing 

limit, 

3. If the test subject passes, the percentage by which their points exceed the mini-

mum score, 

4. The test subject’s grade. 

 

(8) When determining the results of the examination, the examiners must assess whether 

any test questions were poorly formulated, based on a large number of incorrect 

answers provided. If it is clear after completing the examination that individual test 

questions or possible answers were poorly formulated, then these test questions 

shall be excluded from scoring. The total possible maximum score shall be reduced 

accordingly, and the reduced total maximum score shall be used to determine the 

testing results. The examination committee must be informed. The committee may 

review the assessment process and making a binding decision that individual test 

questions will be included or not. The reduced number of questions / maximum 

score may not have a negative impact on any test subjects. 

 

(9) Multiple choice testing may also be conducted in a multimedia-supported format (“E-

Multiple Choice” testing). 

 

Furthermore, § 8 applies accordingly. 

 

 

§ 10 

Screen work 

 

(1) In on-screen examinations, a plan or computer program is created based on the department's 

formulated written testing task, or work results are prepared using a computer program. 

Screen work is completed with supervision. The examiner will determine whether any auxiliary 

materials are permitted. The plan, computer program or work results shall be saved on a data 

storage media to be defined by the examiner and/or as a file on a path and computer to be 
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defined by the examiner. The test subject shall provide their personal information, the com-

plete file name, file size, and the date and time at which the version binding for the assessment 

was saved in writing.  

 

(2) In general, the testing task conducted via on screen work is issued by only one examiner. 

 

(3) Screen work should be evaluated by two examiners. In justified cases, the testing committee 

may deviate from this, and grounds for the decision must be recorded. 

 

(4) If the plan, computer program or work results are not delivered on time or in the specified 

format, then the examination shall be graded as “insufficient” (5.0) in accordance with § 11 para. 

2 clause 2 of the general section of the Master’s program examination guidelines. 

 

 

§ 11 

Oral examinations 

 

(1) Oral examinations are generally conducted in front of one examiner, in the presence of a pro-

fessional observer, or in front of multiple examiners (examination panel) as a group or individ-

ual exam. Before the grade is assigned, the examiner shall listen to the assessment of the ob-

server, and multiple examiners shall listen to one another's assessments. 

 

(2) The significant objects and results of the examination, in particular the facts significant in de-

termining the grade, shall be recorded in a protocol. The test subject shall then be informed of 

the results of the oral examination. 

 

(3) Students who want to complete the same examination during a later examination period shall 

be permitted to listen in, if space permits, unless a test subject has objected to this when reg-

istering for the examination. This permission shall not extend to advising and disclosure of the 

results of the exam. 

 

 

 

§ 12 

Presentation 

 

(1) In “Presentation” examinations, the student must complete a task from their respective subject 

area themselves, presenting their solution approach and results orally; before the presentation 

begins, the presentation concept should be submitted to the examiner in written form. During 
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the presentation , the examiner(s) is/are only permitted to ask comprehension questions re-

garding the solution approach and results. The test subject is not permitted to exclude listeners, 

and test subjects permitted for the same examination subject and examination period are per-

mitted to listen in on the exam. 

 

(2) The task is issued by the responsible instructor, and must be disclosed to the students via a 

flyer after it is approved by the examination committee. 

 

(3) Furthermore, § 11 applies accordingly. If the presentation concept is provided to the examiner 

in written form, this should be enclosed with the protocol. 

 

 

§ 13 

Presentation with colloquium 
 

(1) In the “Presentation with colloquium” examination format, the student must complete a task 

from their respective subject area themselves, presenting their solution approach and results 

orally; before the presentation begins, the presentation concept should be submitted to the 

examiner in written form. A colloquium follows the presentation. The presentation and collo-

quium are graded together as a single unit. The test subject is not permitted to exclude listeners 

at the presentation, and test subjects permitted for the same examination subject and exami-

nation period are permitted to listen in on the exam. 

 

(2) The task is issued by the responsible instructor, and must be disclosed to the students via a 

flyer after it is approved by the examination committee. 

 

(3) Furthermore, § 11 applies accordingly. If the presentation concept is provided to the examiner 

in written form, this should be enclosed with the protocol. 

 

 

§ 14 

Composition 
 

(1) In “Composition” examinations, students must independently complete a task from their re-

spective departmental area. Depending on the task, the composition may be completed in writ-

ing or digitally (such as CAD, GIS, graphics), or as a graphic draft, graphic representation, work-

piece or model; combined formats are permitted. The task should include information on the 

scope of the composition. 
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(2) The task and definition of the work results to be prepared, the formulated submission deadline 

and office to which the composition must be submitted are issued by the responsible instruc-

tor, and must be disclosed to students by posting on a flyer after they are approved by the 

examination committee. 

 

(3) The composition must be submitted at the latest with the exam registration (submission dead-

line) to the office indicated in the written task. The submission date must be on file; if the work 

is submitted by mail or a comparable commercial delivery service, then the date on which it is 

provided to the post office or delivery service shall be decisive. When submitting their compo-

sition, the test subject must ensure that they have completed their work themselves - or their 

correspondingly designated section of the work, for group work - and that they have not used 

any sources or auxiliary materials beyond those designated and noted for quotes. 

 

(4) Furthermore, § 8 para. 3 applies accordingly. 

 

 

§ 15 

Composition with colloquium 

 

(1) In “Composition with colloquium” examinations, students must independently complete a task 

from their respective departmental area. Depending on the task, the composition may be com-

pleted in writing or digitally (such as CAD, GIS, graphics), or as a graphic draft, graphic repre-

sentation, workpiece or model; combined formats are permitted. The task should include in-

formation on the scope of the composition. A colloquium follows the composition. The compo-

sition must be explained orally during the colloquium. The composition and colloquium are 

graded together as a single unit. 

 

(2) The task and definition of the work results to be prepared, the formulated submission deadline 

(at the latest upon registration for the colloquium) and office to which the composition must 

be submitted are issued by the responsible instructor, and must be disclosed to students by 

posting on a flyer after they are approved by the examination committee. 

 

(3) The composition must be submitted to the office indicated in the written task. The submission 

date must be on file; if the work is submitted by mail or a comparable commercial delivery 

service, then the date on which it is provided to the post office or delivery service shall be deci-

sive. When submitting their composition, the test subject must ensure that they have com-

pleted their work themselves - or their correspondingly designated section of the work, for 

group work - and that they have not used any sources or auxiliary materials beyond those des-

ignated and noted for quotes. 
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(4) Furthermore, § 11 applies accordingly. 

 

 

§ 16 

Composition with presentation and colloquium 

 

(1) In “Composition with presentation and colloquium” examinations, students must inde-

pendently complete a task from their respective departmental area. Depending on the task, the 

composition may be completed in writing or digitally (such as CAD, GIS, graphics), or as a 

graphic draft, graphic representation, workpiece or model; combined formats are permitted. 

The task should include information on the scope of the composition. The composition will be 

followed by a presentation with colloquium; before the presentation begins, the presentation 

concept should be submitted to the examiner(s) in written form. The composition, presentation 

and colloquium are graded together as a single unit. The test subject is not permitted to exclude 

listeners at the presentation, and test subjects permitted for the same examination subject and 

examination period are permitted to listen in on the exam. 

 

(2) The task and definition of the work results to be prepared, the formulated submission deadline 

(at the latest upon registration for the presentation and colloquium) and office to which the 

composition must be submitted are issued by the responsible instructor, and must be disclosed 

to students by posting on a flyer after they are approved by the examination committee. 

 

(3) The composition must be submitted to the office indicated in the written task. The submission 

date must be on file; if the work is submitted by mail or a comparable commercial delivery 

service, then the date on which it is provided to the post office or delivery service shall be deci-

sive. When submitting their composition, the test subject must ensure that they have com-

pleted their work themselves - or their correspondingly designated section of the work, for 

group work - and that they have not used any sources or auxiliary materials beyond those des-

ignated and noted for quotes. 

 

(4) Furthermore, § 11 applies accordingly. 

 

 

§ 17 

Project work 

 

(1) In accordance with Annex 1, examinations shall be or can be completed in the form of project 

work. This applies to module 9819 “Urban Landscape Project” during the first and module 

9219 “Landscape Planning and Developing Project” in the second semester. During the project 
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work, a typical task related to the work area of sustainable landscape and outdoor area devel-

opment and design shall be completed by a group. The test subject shall orally present the 

solution approach and results of the task (work results) during a group examination. The work 

results and presentation are graded together as a single unit.  

 

(2) The list of potential projects shall be disclosed for the semester via a flyer or CAS Campus. 

 

(3) Projects can only be returned once. Returns in accordance with clause 1 are possible only dur-

ing the first four weeks, without providing grounds. 

In case of repetition in accordance with § 6 paragraph 2, the project can only be returned if the 

test subject has made use of this option when completing their first project task. 

 

(4) Projects are offered by professors and instructors appointed by the examination committee 

and supported through coursework during the completion period. The process for differentiat-

ing the task within the group is supported by the responsible instructor, and corrected if nec-

essary. 

 

(5) Potential work results include: 

 

- Artistic concepts, 

- Artistic submissions, 

- Models, 

- Drawings, 

- Websites, 

- 3D designs, 

- 3D illustrations, 

- Written compositions, 

- Digital compositions (e.g. CAD, GIS, graphics), 

- Mapping results, 

- Plans 

- Videos 

- Animations. 

 

Combined forms are permitted. 
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(6) The task and definition of the work results to be prepared, the formulated submission deadline 

(at the latest upon registration for the presentation) and office to which the work results must 

be submitted are issued by the responsible instructor, and must be disclosed to students by 

posting on a flyer after they are approved by the examination committee. 

 

(7) The work results must be submitted to the office indicated in the written task. The submission 

date must be on file; if the work is submitted by mail or a comparable commercial delivery 

service, then the date on which it is provided to the post office or delivery service shall be deci-

sive. When submitting their work results, the test subject must ensure that they have completed 

their work themselves - or their correspondingly designated section of the work, for group work 

- and that they have not used any sources or auxiliary materials beyond those designated and 

noted for quotes. 

 

(8) Furthermore, § 11 applies accordingly. 

 

 

III. Internship semester, master's examination 

 

§ 18  

Master’s degree program examinations 

 

60 credits must be attained through examinations in the mandatory and elective modules indicated 

in Annex 1 during the first two semesters.  

Accordingly, in the mandatory modules during the 1st semester. 30 credits must be attained through 

examinations. 

Accordingly, in the mandatory and elective modules during the 2nd semester, 30 credits must be 

attained through examinations. 

 

 

§ 19 

Internship semester  
 

(1) Students in the Sustainable Landscape Design and Development degree program must com-

plete an internship semester. In general, the internship semester should be completed during 

the 3rd program semester, and should last at least 19 weeks. 

 

(2) The purpose of the internship semester is to deepen the student’s expertise in their profes-

sional field within the area of Sustainable Landscape Design and Development through con-

crete tasks and practical engineering task collaboration in planning offices, official agencies or 

other institutes / institutions which handle planning tasks related to landscape architecture and 
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environmental planning. In particular, the purpose of the semester is to apply knowledge and 

skills attained in the student’s previous studies, and to allow them to reflect on and assess the 

experience gained through their practical work.  

 

(3) The internship semester is planned for the 3rd semester of the study schedule; deviations are 

permitted in exceptional cases and must be approved by the examination committee. In order 

for a student to be admitted to the internship semester, they must verify that they have suc-

cessfully passed at least 8 modules from the first two semesters. The examination committee 

decides whether to admit a student to the internship semester and approve their internship 

semester place, as well as whether to grant final acceptance for the internship semester.  

 

(4) During the internship semester, the student's work will be supported by the University of Ap-

plied Sciences, by a responsible professor within the department.  

 

(5) A two-day accompanying seminar is held for interns and instructors to ensure the exchange of 

information. 

 

(6) Successful participation in the internship semester is confirmed by the supporting professor, 

once the professor has determined based on verifications from the training entity and a report 

to be completed by the student themselves that the student has satisfactorily completed the 

work assigned to them during their internship semester and was employed appropriately. 

 

(7) The current version of the internship semester regulations provide further specifications.  

 

(8) Students shall receive 30 credits for successfully completing their internship semester with in-

ternship report.  

 

(9) Students may complete either their internship semester or Master’s thesis abroad, but not 

both.  

 

 

§ 20 

Master's thesis  

 

(1) Students may take a maximum of four months to complete their Master's thesis.  

 

(2) Students will receive 27 credits for completing the Master’s thesis. 
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(3) Students may complete either their internship semester or Master’s thesis abroad, but not 

both. 

 

 

§ 21 

Colloquium  

 

(1) The colloquium should take place within four weeks after notification of the assessment of the 

Master’s thesis. 

 

(2) The colloquium takes around 30 minutes for each test subject. Furthermore, the regulations (§ 

11) applicable to oral examinations apply to the completion of the colloquium. 

 

(3) Students will receive 3 credits for completing the colloquium. 

 

(4) The colloquium can be held via telecommunication means such as video conferencing if legiti-

mate grounds are provided for doing so, such as if the student is abroad and would otherwise 

have to travel a long distance. This must be agreed upon between the examiner and test sub-

ject.  

 

 

V. Final provisions 

 

 

§ 22 

Entry into force and publication  

 

(1) These degree program examination regulations come into force following their announcement, 

and apply initially to all registrations to this degree program for the 2021/2022 winter semester. 

 

(2) They are published in the Gazette of the OWL University of Applied Sciences and Arts.  

These degree program examination regulations have been issued following a review by the 

steering committee of the OWL University of Applied Sciences and Arts and based on a resolu-

tion of the advisory board of the department of Landscape Architecture and Environmental 

Planning of April 21st, 2021. 
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Lemgo, 31. May 2021 

 

The President 

of the OWL University of Applied Sciences and Arts 

 

 

 

(Prof. Dr. Jürgen Krahl) 

 

 

Note: 

Violations of procedural or formal regulations of the Higher Education Act or administrative or other rights of 

the university may only be asserted one year after disclosure of these regulations, in accordance with the re-

quirements of § 12 paragraph 5 no. 1 to no. 4 of the NRW Higher Education Act. Otherwise, such objections 

shall be excluded. 
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Annex 1: Sustainable Landscape Design and Development study schedule 

 Study Plan Master in Sustainable Landscape Design and Development 

ModNr Module WSH Credits 
Semester/WSH 

1 2 3 4 

Compulsory Modules 

9811 Human-centered Open Space Planning and Design 4 5 X    

9812 Sustainable Planting Design 4 5 X    

9813 Landscape and Regional Planning in Germany 4 5 X    

9814 Quality in Detailed Design 4 5 X    

9818 Extra Muros 1 4 4 X    

9819 Urban Landscape Project 4 6 X    

9828 Extra Muros 2 4 4  X   

9829 Landscape Planning and Development Project 4 6  X   

 Total of Compulsory Modules  32 40 24 8   

Elective Modules (select 4 out of 6 from Elective Modules Catalogue A) 

 EM1 4 5  X   

 EM2  4 5  X   

 EM3  4 5  X   

 EM4  4 5  X   

 Total of Elective Modules 16 20  16   

Special Assignment 

9830 Internship  30   X  

 Total of Special Assignment  30     

Final Assignment 

9840 Master Thesis  27    X 

9841 Colloquium  3    X 

 Total of Final Assignment  30     

 Total of WSH  48  24 24   

 Total of CR  120 30 30 30 30 

 

Elective Modules Catalogue A 

ModNr. Module WSH Credits 

9821 Infrastructural Landscapes 4 5 

9822 Planning Ahead: Development and Design 4 5 

9823 Participatory Landscape Development and Design 4 5 

9824 Sustainable Landscape Architecture 4 5 

9825 International Urban Landscapes 4 5 

9826 User-oriented Open Space Planning 4 5 

 

CR = Credits 

WSH = Weekly Semester Hours 

EM = Elective Module 
 


