
Visa and residence permit

Welcome!!

Please mute your microphones. We will have time to answer your questions after the 
presentation via the chat.

Thank you



December 16th, 2020

Which visa do I need to study in Germany?
• “National Visa or Study Visa”

Can I enter Germany and start my studies with a Schengen Visa 
while waiting for the Study Visa?

• Schengen Visa = short term (tourist) stays 
• No permission to take up studies 

Can I change a Schengen Visa into a Study Visa while being in 
Germany?

• No, return to your home country and apply for the Study Visa 
there. 

• Wait until your study visa is issued in your home country.



December 16th, 2020

When should I apply for my Study Visa?

• In parallel to your application process for the study program

• Once your document verification via uni-assist was 
successful, you will receive an evaluation report including a 
message that your application was forwarded to TH OWL. 
This message will also support your visa application process 
and should be submitted to the visa office.
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What should I do if the visa appointments take very long in my 
country?

• Please check the specific information valid in your home 
country.

• It does not make sense to apply for the up-coming semester 
start knowing that you will not be able to arrive on time due 
to visa delays. 

• Apply for a Study Visa without having an admission 
notification but by providing proof that you are eligible for 
the study program of your choice 
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What should I do if the visa appointments take very long in my 
country?

• Obtain a so-called VPD by uni-assist (see below)
• initiate the application process for a Study Visa by providing 

your proof of eligibility (VPD) 
• once your visa process is in the final phase start your study 

application process with TH OWL via our KIS portal.
• Receive your visa, enter Germany and start your studies on 

time without any delay
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What is a VPD

• A VPD – Vorprüfdokument is a document which is issued by 
Uni Assist,.  

• The VPD contains the following information which is 
important for the visa office and for the universities:

1. Which educational certificates were provided 
2. How does uni-assist evaluate these certificates
3. How uni-assist rates the grades within the German 

grading system

• The VPD is valid for 2 years and within this time can be used 
to apply for your study program via the TH OWL KIS portal. 

https://www.uni-assist.de/en/how-to-apply/plan-your-application/vpd/?fbclid=IwY2xjawE4UydleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHaSkzMzyfnYuifog6N4uFU1esJlph5nUH4kvI2KrLxTb-b8j-YDVGr15Eg_aem_d9iyTIa3f_nmqumm-dmEtw
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What should I do if I will not be able to start my studies by start 
of lecture time? 

Please contact your faculty in order to find out if:

• You can start your studies online and until what time
• If there is a deadline for joining the program on campus
• You can join the course on campus after the deadline
• If you can receive a confirmation of your options if this is 

really necessary for your visa office. 
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What should I do if I will not be able to start my studies by start 
of lecture time? 

• Your admission notification will only be valid for the semester 
you applied for and cannot be deferred to the following 
semester. Exception: MA IT and Master SLDD

• In case you will not be able to be here on time, please re-
apply for the next entry directly via our KIS portal
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What should I do if I will not be able to start my studies by start 
of lecture time? 

• Latest date of arrival for starting your study program in WS 
2025:

 MIT:  13 October
 MAE: 31 October
 ILM: 15 October
 MID: by April 2025 (online start possible)
 SLDD: hybrid participation possible except for Master 

                Thesis
 BGE: by exams period January 2026 (hybrid       
                               participation possible) 
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• pay all monthly health insurance contributions as of your 
day of enrolment

• Payments cannot be reimbursed (exception: you arrive only 
after the first day of the following semester)

• No reset of semesters 

Consequences for late arrivals
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Options for late arrivals

What options do you have if you cannot arrive by the latest date of 
arrival:

• Option 1: 
• Withdraw your enrolment 
• Deadline: 31.08.2025

= full re-imbursement 

• Option 2: 
• Stay enrolled until a later arrival at your own responsibility. 
• No obligation in being personally present. 
• Discuss this option with your faculty   
• = the full semester dues!  
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How much time do I have to finish my study program

It is expected that students finish a bachelor program within the 
regular or average study period + 3 bonus semester ≈ 9
semester in total.
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Finance your stay

Students need to have sufficient health insurance protection 
and secure their living expense for the ENTIRE residence 
period for the purpose of studys AND the purpose of job 
search. 

This can be done by opening a blocked account with sufficient 
money (992,- per month – 11.904,- per year) or by submitting a 
guarantee declaration by a third person.
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After graduation

After graduation, students are allowed to apply for a residence 
permit for the purpose of job search. This residence permit can 
be issued for max 18 months in total.

The total duration for the purpose studys in Germany including 
the preparation period may not exceed 10 years!
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Work permit

Please consider that the MAIN purpose of stay is STUDIES 
and not work! This is why students are only allowed to 
work in a limited manner: 

• 140 full or 280 half days (up to 4 hours per day) per 
year. 

• Example: contract starts on 1 July – you are allowed    

• 140/280 days by 31 December

• There is no limit for any kind of student employment 
within the university.

• You will need the approval of the immigration office if 
you want to work more
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Jobbing

• You are allowed to work up to 20 hours a week in more 
than one job

• Attention: If you work more than these 20 hours, you 
will be excluded from the student health insurance and 
will need to pay more insurance contribution!

• Self-employed work (if you issue an invoice) is only 
allowed with the approval of the immigration office!

• Mini Jobs with an income of max 556,-€ are tax free. If 
your income is higher: you will need to declare your 
income to the German tax office

• More info here!

https://www.internationale-studierende.de/en/during-your-studies/jobbing


Thank you for your 
attention
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